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Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that phrase of "a depending kingdom," as applied to Ireland ; and wherein that dependency consisteth ?
Lastly, In what points relating to liberty and property, the people of Ireland differ, or at least ought to differ, from those of England ?
If these particulars were made so clear, that none could mistake them, it would be of infinite ease and use to the kingdom; and either prevent or silence all discontents.
My Lord Somers, the greatest man I ever knew of your robe; and whose thoughts of Ireland differed as far as heaven and earth, from those of some others among his brethren here ; lamented to me, that the prerogative of the Crown, or the privileges of Parliament, should ever be liable to dispute, in any single branch of either; by which means, he said, the public often suffered great inconveniences; whereof he gave me several instances. I produce the authority of so eminent a person, to justify my desires, that some high points might be cleared.
For want of such known ascertainment, how far a writer may proceed in expressing his good wishes for his country ; a person of the most innocent intentions, may possibly, by the oratory and comments of lawyers, be charged with many crimes, which from his very soul he abhors; and consequently may be ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot among thieves in some stinking jail; merely for mistaking the purlieus of the law. I have known, in my lifetime, a printer prosecuted and convicted, for publishing a pamphlet; where the author's intentions, I am confident, were as good and innocent, as those of a martyr at his last prayers.1 I did very lately, as I thought it my duty, preach to the people under my inspection, upon the subject of Mr. Wood's coin; and although I never heard that my sermon gave the least offence, as I am sure none was intended ; yet, if it were now printed and published, I cannot say, I would ensure it from the hands of the common hangman; or my own person from those of a messenger.2
1  Supposed to be " A proposal for the universal use of Irish, manufactures," written by the author.   [F.]
2  The reference here is to Swift's sermon on "Doing Good."   See Swift's Works, vol. iv., p. 181, present edition.    [T. S.]